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Who we are 

• Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) funded 
in  1902 (52 countries/territories) 

• World Health Organization (WHO) funded in 1942.  

• PAHO serves as WHO Regional Office for the 
Americas 

• PANAFTOSA is the specialized CDE-PAHO/WHO 
Pan American Center as well as OIE Reference 
Center for Veterinary Public Health (VPH) – the 
single one in the world. Areas: foot and mouth 
disease, zoonosis and food safety. 
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Antimicrobial Resistance and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 

AMR in sick animals 
threatens food production. 

 

AMR strongly affects poverty. 
Resistance is higher in absence 
of accessible treatment. 

Antimicrobial residues from 
hospitals, pharmaceutical 
companies and agriculture 
pollute water. 

Antimicrobials are essential 
for al health systems. 

The cumulated cost of AMR for 
2050 is expected to be USD 120 
trillions.* 

All these require multisectoral 
associations. 

*World Bank Group Report on Drug-
Resistant Infections (March 2017) 

For the containment of AMR, it is 
essential to balance access, 
innovation and conservation of 
antimicrobial activity.  
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Deaths attributable to AMR every year (World Bank, 2016) 
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• to improve awareness and understanding of 
antimicrobial resistance; 

• to strengthen knowledge through surveillance and 
research; 

• to reduce the incidence of infection; 

• to optimize the use of antimicrobial agents; and 

• develop the economic case for sustainable 
investment that takes account of the needs of all 
countries, and increase investment in new 
medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 
interventions. 

From the global perspective 

2015 World Health Assembly 
Global Action Plan on AMR 
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National Coordinating 
Centre to report to 
the national body in 
charge of strategies to 
contain AMR 
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http://www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/antimicrob
ial-resistance/cia/en/ 
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From the regional perspective 

2015 PAHO Directive Council  
Regional Strategic Plan on AMR 

1- Integration of TB, HIV and malaria 
programs;  

2- “One Health” approach;  

3 - Objectives and indicators 
appropriated to the Region;  

4 - Multi-sectoral approach 

 

2016 RIMSA 17 
Intersectoral contribution to health, 
agriculture and SDG 
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PAHO regional strategies 

• Support in development and implementation on NAPs 

• Human health surveillance  

• ReLAVRA 

• Integrated surveillance  

• Pulsenet 

• ReLAVRA + INFAL (RILAA) 

• Tripartite + 

 

One 
Health 
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• From PFGE to WGS 

Pulsenet LAC 

Chinen et al, 2019 
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Latin American Network for Antimicrobial Resistance 
Surveillance - ReLAVRA 

Canada 

Mexico 

El Salvador 
Guatemala 

Nicaragua 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 
Panama 

Colombia 
Venezuela 
Ecuador 

Perú 
Bolivia 

Chile 
Paraguay 

Brasil 

Argentina 
Uruguay 

Honduras 

Rep. Dominicana 

United States 

PAHO 
coordinates 
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RELAVRA surveillance 1996-2019 

Nosocomial pathogen 
• Enterococcus spp. 
• Klebsiella pneumoniae 
• Acinetobacter spp. 
• Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa 
• Staphylococcus aureus 
• Escherichia coli 
• Enterobacter spp. 

Community pathogens 
• Salmonella spp. 
• Shigella spp. 
• Vibrio cholerae  
• Escherichia coli 
• Neisseria meningitidis 
• Neisseria gonorrhoeae 
• Streptococcus pneumoniae 
• H. influenzae 
• Campylobacter 
• S. β hemolítico 
• S. aureus 
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Members INFAL 
(RILAA): 
 
  30 countries 
(170 labs) 
 
   Ex officio secretariat 
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 GT Micro 

GT QA 

GT Chem 

Ad hoc AMR 
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http://www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/antimicrob
ial-resistance/cia/en/ 
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Intersectoral and interdisciplinary activities 

• Global level (Tripartite agreement): 

 

 

 

• Regional level (Tripartite +) 

  
PANAFTOSA-PAHO/WHO 

FAO 

OIE 

IICA 

OIRSA 
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EU PROJECT: Working Together to Fight 
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 
 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Mexico*, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay 

3-year project  
€ 9 million 
Tripartite + 



FOOD SAFETY 
RISK ANALYSIS 

NETWORK 
(FSRisk) 



TWITTER/panaftosa_inf      FACEBOOK/PANAFTOSA-OPS/OMS 

raszlsim@paho.org 
 

www.paho.org/panaftosa 

THANK 
YOU! 
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