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Sampling Approach
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Sampled animals and samples taken
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Hunting season total

sampled animals 1586

Samples in total 7115

Number of hunts 120

• Data on hunting and zootechnical issues for individual animal (recorded in LIMS)
• Subsamples analysed on biological, chemical and physical parameters

• Current - Publication of the results in scientific publications
• Medium-term - Information material for hunters and interested parties
• Long-term - correlations between biological and/or chemical pathogens LIMS - laboratory information system
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Bundling expertise and 

knowledge
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The value of networking
COST Actions
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The Cost Action 

SafeGameMeat

Scientific approach



The game meat chain
product flows in Europe
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The game meat chain
product flows in Europe and parties involved
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Working group 1 - Hunting and Processing

13

…to assess the European hunting sector 

• national legal frameworks

• training schemes

• practices of official game 

meat inspections

• hunting bag

Differences in key aspects of hunting between European countries
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Working group 2 – Trade Network and Supply Chain
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…to map trade networks of the game meat chain and to 

review cross-cultural game meat consumption habits.

(Sevillano Morales et al. 2018)(AESAN-2012-002)
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WG 3 – Chemical hazards – environmental contaminants
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WG 3 – Chemical hazards – organic contaminants
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22,2 cm

WG3 - Chemical Hazards – Introduction of Metals by Ammunition

Haase et al. 2023
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Breast muscle sample of grouse impacted
by lead shots. (McAuley et al. (2018) 

doi: 10.1080/23311843.2018.1557316
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WG4 - Biological Hazards – Zoonotic Meatborne Pathogens

Most relevant food safety risks of hunted game meat according to expert elicitation by the proposers

18 Mader | Symposium „Wild – vorbereitet?“ I 14.-15.03.2024 | Berlin, DDW 



WG4 - Biological Hazards – Hygiene

Between others…

• cross-contamination
• rinse or not to rinse?
• transportation
• Storage e.g. game larders
• trained person
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Korkmaz 2019
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CA 22166 Synopsis
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COST Action SafeGameMeat (CA22166)

 Main aims are

 To establish a (long-lasting) network of
experts.

 To promote and harmonize food safety 
standards in a growing European game meat 
market.

 Start 29th September 2023

 Duration 4 years

 Currently more than 100 members

 Budget about 600 000 Euros
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• Gender balance 
• Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC) 
• Young Researchers and Innovators (YRI)



Application



Becoming a part of the Action!
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COST Action CA22166 is funded by the EU.
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Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung

bfr.bund.de

Verbraucherschutz zum Mitnehmen

BfR2GO – das Wissenschaftsmagazin des BfR
bfr.bund.de/de/wissenschaftsmagazin_bfr2go.html

Folgen Sie uns

@bfrde | @bfren | @Bf3R_centre

@bfrde

linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung

youtube.com/@bfr_bund

social.bund.de/@bfr
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