


































Some lessons learned – public health aspects

• Botulism patients are often suspected for other neurological diseases delaying diagnosis (14 d in this outbreak)

• “Window of opportunity” to corroborate clinical diagnosis in the lab: 

• serum (days) versus stool (weeks)

• Food items can be cross-contaminated within the household (e.g. via cutlery) and mislead investigation

• Food source should contain toxin and organism (intoxication)

• Cases can sometimes be identified as connected only retrospectively due to missing information / material

• Cooperation with local health authorities necessary

• Political crisis situations imply health risks

• Ukraine war impacts exchange of information between RUS and EU

• EU was not notified on the Russian foodborne botulism outbreak due to mushrooms (March 2024)
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